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The Revolution Comes to Maine: 
The Naval Battle of Machias 


By James Nelson 


In late April of 1775, while the weather remained cool, the 
political climate in New England was getting hot indeed. 
British troops under General Thomas Gage in Boston had 
marched out to seize stores of gunpowder - and Patriot 
leaders - in the outlying towns, only to be met with an over- 
whelming force of Colonial militia. The subsequent battle, 
known now as the Battle of Concord and Lexington, 
changed everything, and began the shooting part of a war 
that had been brewing for years. 

Virtually overnight, and with no sort of forethought, an 
American army appeared around Boston, laying that city 
under siege by land (Boston at the time was all but an 
island, connected to the shore only by the thin Roxbury 
Neck). 

Of course, the Americans had little hope of cutting the 
British off entirely. The formidable ships on the Royal 
Navy’s North American station, under command of Vice 
Admiral Samuel Graves, were home ported in that town 
and they ruled the waves from Georgia to Maine. Any sup- 
plies or reinforcements that the British might need could 
always come by sea, at least until winter storms made the 
sea lanes impassable. 

To that end, the British turned to those American mer- 
chants who had not taken up arms against the crown. 
Among them was Icabod Jones, a merchant whom James 
Warren called "a dog", but whom General Gage described as 
"having exerted himself in supplying this garrison." On 
May 15, Gage gave Jones special permission to "carry 
Twenty Barrels Pork and Twenty Barrels Flour, from this for 
the use of the New Settlers at Machias...". 

Icabod Jones owned land in Machias, Maine, from which, 
like most of the settlers there, he harvested wood for lum- 
ber and fuel. Unlike most residents there, Jones was willing 
to sell those goods to the British, though he understood that 
his neighbors might not be so sanguine about such an 
arrangement. 

In that, Jones was right. On May 9th, the people of 
Machias heard about the action at Concord and Lexington, 
and like those of many colonial towns, they were incensed 
against the British. Among the leaders of that community 


were Morris O’Brien and his six burly sons, including his 
eldest, Jeremiah. Soon after hearing word of the fighting in 
Boston, the Machias Sons of Liberty erected a liberty pole to 
display their commitment to the cause. 

Fired up with patriotic zeal, the people of Machias were not 
disposed to help a merchant looking for fire wood and lumber 
to sell to the British to make their stay in Boston more com- 
fortable, and they made that clear. Jones complained to 

(continued on page 4) 


"The Lexington of the Sea," a dramatic rendition of the battle 
between the sloop Unity and the British armed schooner 
Margaretta in the Machias River. This picture was drawn by J. O. 
Davidson for Harper’s Weekly, and was published as a wood 
engraving on the front cover of Harper’s on Saturday, April 8, 
1876 (Vol. XX, No. 1006). 
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From The Chart Table 


Our thanks to Jim Nelson for contributing this edition’s lead article 
about the colonial naval battle of Machias. Jim is an accomplished and 
successful author of maritime historical fiction as well as of his recent 
work on the ironclads Monitor and Merrimack (Virginia). Jim is an expe- 
rienced square-rig sailor. He also joins our ranks every October at our 
annual Pirate’s Party as Black Jim Spudcake, "ferocious" and slightly 
lovable buccaneer. He, his wife, Lisa, and their three children live in 
Harpswell. 


As you will note elsewhere herein, much is happening at your muse- 
um. There have been new staff members, temporary interns, brown 
bag lectures, visits by coastwise cruise vessels, evening picnics on the 
grounds, boat excursions and visits by tens of thousands of vacationers 
in Maine. 


Note also that we are going ahead with the : giant sculpture of the six- 
mast schooner Wyoming - even if in stages! Huzzah! 


I must take this moment to thank Kathy Fuller for her thirty-plus years 
of diligent, loyal and enthusiastic maintenance of the Museum’s finan- 
cial records. There are fewer and fewer of us in the workforce today 
who stay with one organization for such a long term. Kathy’s opinion 
was often sought and always freely and wisely given. We wish her a 
happy and rewarding retirement and require that she stay in touch. 
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I look forward to seeing you all here when next you’re in town. P 
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Thomas R. Wilcox, Jr. 
Executive Director 
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NEWS FROM THE 


see you there. 


2005 ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE MEMBERSHIP 


Saturday, September 17th 
10:30 a.m. 


Meet your fellow members for 
coffee in Long Reach Hall. 
11:00 a.m. Annual Meeting 
Reports 

Election of ‘Trustees 


Bring a picnic lunch to 
enjoy by the Kennebec. 
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The Revolution Comes to Maine: 
The Naval Battle of Machias 


General Gage, and Gage wrote to Vice Admiral Graves, say- 
ing, "The Bearer Mr. Jones having exerted himself for the 
Service of the Government, is threatened by Inhabitants of the 
Eastern parts of this Providence, to intercept and destroy his 
Vessels..." 


Jones told Gage that the settlers at Machias had several 
guns which they had retrieved from the wreck of the 
schooner Halifax. Jones idiotically suggested that "an Armed 
Vessel’s being sent there to bring them away, may have a 
good effect, and prevent their fitting out Vessels from those 
parts to annoy his Majesty’s Subjects, and to encourage the 
Inhabitants to the Eastward to bring fuel, Lumber &C to the 
Port of Boston..." 


Just as idiotically, Gage also believed that a show of force 
would be just the thing to "encourage the Inhabitants" to 
cooperate. Vice Admiral Graves, writing after the fact in his 
"Narrative," put it best: '"The event proved how totally mis- 
taken Mr. Jones was in the temper of his Countrymen, and 
also shewed what we had generally come to expect." 

On May 26, Vice Admiral Graves gave orders to 
Midshipman James Moore, commanding the armed 
schooner Margaretta, to take Jones’s vessels in convoy and 
"proceed with them to Machias, where you are to remain for 

their protection while they are lading..." Graves described 
the Margaretta as "well appointed" with "Swivels, Musquets, 
Pistols, Hand Grenadoes, manned with twenty of the best 
Men from the Preston and commanded by a very good 
Midshipman." Still, Graves must not have been anticipating 
any real trouble from the colonists, since Margaretta had no 
carriage guns (one wonders if he had heard about Concord 
and Lexington). 

Seven days after Graves gave his order, Margaretta 
dropped anchor in the Machias River, about a quarter mile 
below the falls. With her were two of Jones’s sloops, the 
Polly and the Unity. On board the sloops were the provi- 
sions which Graves had allowed Jones to export from 
Boston, provisions badly needed in the far-flung settlement. 


The next day Jones went ashore. Again he showed his lack 
of sensitivity to local feelings by handing out a paper 
"requiring the signers to indulge Capt Jones in carrying 
Lumber to Boston, & to protect him and his property at all 
events..." Signing the paper was a prerequisite to obtaining 
supplies. 

The people of Machias were understandably furious, so 
much so that Jones induced Midshipman Moore to move 
the Margaretta near enough to the town that her swivel guns 
would reach the houses, and to rig a spring to the cable 
which would allow them to turn the ship at anchor to aim. 

A few days after the paper was distributed, a meeting of 
the inhabitants was called. Angry as they were, they need- 
ed the provisions more, and though they "considered them- 
selves nearly as prisoners of war," they took a vote and the 
majority were in favor of allowing Jones "to proceed in his 
Business as usual without molestation..." 

Things might have ended there, but Jones, encouraged by 
the locals’ capitulation, decided to punish them further. He 
landed his stores and then announced that only those who 
had voted in favor of allowing him to continue would be 
allowed to purchase them. 
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(continued from page 1) 


Detail from an Atlantic Neptune chart dated 1776, showing Machias 
River and Bay, the scene of the pursuit and eventual capture of the 


British armed schooner Margaretta in 1775. Downtown Machias, 
where the altercation began, is just off the chart at the upper left. 


Moore, meanwhile, was demanding that the liberty pole 
be removed or he would fire on the town. He was talked 
into backing down by a local merchant, but the damage was 
done, the Sons of Liberty had their blood up. 


More than one man would pay for these miscalculations 
with his life. 


The local Sons of Liberty, led by Jeremiah O’Brien and 
another local named Benjamin Foster, called on patriots © 
from the surrounding communities to help in the fight. On 
the 11th of June they met in the woods near Machias. It was 
agreed they would capture Icabod Jones, as well as Stephen 
Jones, another local merchant and most likely Icabod’s 
brother. It is unclear if they initially planned to take the 
sloops and the Margaretta as well, though it seems unlikely 
that those men, meeting furtively among the trees, were 
thinking so big as to consider the capture of a British armed 
vessel. | 

The next day was Sunday and the Jones’s were at Meeting, 
as were Midshipman James Moore and his first officer. As 
the preacher delivered his sermon, the men assembled in 
the street, perhaps as many as one hundred of them. They 
advanced on the meeting house, but an armed mob is a hard 
thing to hide. Hearing the bustle of men, Moore glanced out 
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the window and saw the men advancing on the building. 

Having no doubt about their intention, he and the first 
officer and most likely Icabod Jones as well leapt from the 
window. Moore and his officer raced to the waterfront, the 
Sons of Liberty chasing after them. A quick thinking petty 
officer aboard the Margaretta sent a boat ashore which col- 
lected up the officers "before their pursuers (who were very 
numerous) came up with them." 

Jones fled in the opposite direction, into the woods, where 
he hid. A report written three days later says Jones "does not 
yet appear." Only Stephen Jones was taken. 

For all their effort, the mob had achieved almost none of 
their goals, so it was time to come up with new ones. Moore 
in the Margaretta sent word that he had orders to protect 
Jones, and "if the people presumed to stop Capt. Jones’s ves- 
sels, he would burn the Town." Unimpressed by the threats, 
a part of the ad hoc army stripped Jones’s sloop lying at the 
wharf, taking everything of value. Others went off in boats 
and took possession of Jones’s other vessel and anchored 
her in the stream. 2 

Moore had, apparently, learned a few things about discre- 
tion. Rather than firing on the town, he waited until around 
8:30 that evening before weighing anchor and dropping 
down to the sloop which the Patriots had captured. Seeing 
the threat of recapture, the Machias crew slipped the anchor 
cable and ran the sloop aground. 

Meanwhile, an even larger mob had assembled on shore. 
They lined the banks opposite the Margaretta and took to 
boats and canoes, demanding the British vessel "strike to 
the Sons of Liberty". To this, Moore replied "Fire and be 
damn’d." The Americans took the midshipman up on the 
former part of his suggestion and opened fire with small 
arms, which Moore and his men returned briskly with mus- 
kets and swivel guns. For half an hour the two sides blast- 
ed away at one another. Incredibly, no one was killed. 
Finally, having had enough, Moore cut his anchor cable and 
dropped half a mile down river, anchoring again near a 
sloop that was loaded with boards. 

During the night, the Patriots manned their boats and 
attempted to board and take the Margaretta, "but were beat 
off with a brisk fire from the Swivels & obliged to quit their 
boats..." Some of the boats were abandoned on the mud 
flats, too full of holes to stay afloat. The men of the 
Margaretta hauled the sloop alongside and using her cargo 
of boards made barricades along the schooner’s bulwarks. 

Moore pressed the captain of the sloop to act as pilot, and 
the next morning they were underway though a gauntlet of 
gunfire from the shore. Jibing in the stiff breeze, the 
Margaretia's booms and gaff were carried away. Moore 
anchored and sent a boat off to commandeer a nearby sloop, 
which was brought alongside the British ship and relieved 
of her boom and gaff, along with most of her provisions. 

The Americans, meanwhile, were not of a mind to let the 
Margaretta escape. Forty men under the command of 
Jeremiah O’Brien and armed with "guns, swords, axes & 
pick forks" (muskets being not nearly as ubiquitous then as 
is often believed) manned one of Jones’s sloops, most likely 
the Unity. Twenty more joined Foster aboard the schooner 
Falmouth Packet which they commandeered from her reluc- 
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tant master. Soon both vessels were under way, racing down 
river after the British schooner. During the chase, the 
Americans also constructed breastworks of pine boards to 
shield them from the Margaretta’s overwhelming firepower. 

By the time the Americans had dropped down river, the 
Margaretta had her new spars in place and was underway. 
Seeing the enemy closing with him, Moore cut away the 
boats he was towing behind, but it did not help, the 
Margaretta "being a very dull sailor..." 

As the Americans drew near, the British fired at them with 
small arms and stern swivels, but the Americans did not 
slow down. Coming within hailing distance, the Americans 
again demanded that the British "strike to the Sons of 
Liberty". By way of answer, Moore luffed up and fired a 
broadside of swivels and small arms, "and likewise. threw 
some Hand Grenadoes into them..." 

The Americans, with no guns bigger than muskets, and 
few of those, could only hope to take the British by board- 
ing. O’Brien ran his sloop into the Margaretta’s starboard 
quarter, Foster into the larboard bow. The screaming 
Patriots poured over the rails, over the makeshift breast- 
works, wielding their improvised weapons. Moore was shot 
twice in that initial rush, once in the belly, once in the chest. 

The fight was violent and bloody and lasted more than an 
hour, "both sides being determined to conquer or die", but 
in the end the British were overwhelmed. Along with the 
captain, the first officer was wounded, as were five others, 

and one marine killed. Two Americans were killed, five 
wounded. 

Midshipman Moore was taken down to his cabin as the 
Margaretta was sailed in triumph back to Machias. Asked 
why he did not strike, he replied "he preferred Death before 
yielding to such a sett of Villains." On shore, he was taken to 
Jones’s house and made comfortable. The following after- 
noon he died. 

The Margaretta, being a dull sailor, was not pressed into 
Continental service. Rather, her guns were removed to the 
Unity, which was re-christened the Machias Liberty and 
became the first vessel in a little fleet assembled by the peo- 
ple of Machias, Maine. 

John Thaxter, writing to John Adams, called the fight "one 
of the many brave and gallant Actions that have graced our 
Arms...". It certainly was that. The Massachusetts Provincial 
Congress voted official thanks to O’Brien, Foster and "the 
other brave men under their command, for their courage 
and good conduct in taking one of the Tenders belonging to 
our enemies..." 

It was a small battle in a far-off settlement, but it was the 
first time that a British vessel struck to Americans. In the 
eight long years of war that were to follow, it would not be 
the last. 


James L. Nelson, a long time member of Maine Maritime 
Museum, is the author of a number of works of maritime fiction 
and nonfiction, most recently Thieves of Mercy, a novel of the 
Confederate Navy. He is currently writing a history of the 
Revolutionary War Battle of Valcour Island, titled Benedict 
Arnold's Navy, scheduled for publication next spring. 
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_ Upcoming 


_ Exhibits 


WANTED! HELP IN FINDING MISSING PAINTINGS BY 


ive published authors are pr ently compiling the third in a three-volume series called 
The Artistic Legacy of John Prentiss Benson 
Vol. [pub. 2003—Vol. II pub. 2004 
Vol, HI currently in process 
We know John Benson painted more than 750 works of art, principally marine scenes. 
/ To date, we have color photographs of only 200 of these. 


seeking to locate previously unknown paintings for our third book. If you 
know th whereabouts of a John Benson painting, or have information about his 
work, please write Nicholas J. Baker, PO Box 171, Pocasset MA 02559, or 
rgaret Betts, 756 Pownal Road, Auburn ME 04210,or contact our website: 


"A SHIPYARD IN MAINE: 


Percy & Small and the Great Schooners" 
Praise for the hardcover: 


° '..gets the highest marks for exhaustive research, readability, 
and beautiful presentation. The illustrations alone would be 
worth the cover price...this is a book for the ages." — William 
David Barry, Maine Sunday Telegram 

* "..a hefty, handsome book, easily the best study of maritime 
history in Maine to come our way in a long time." — Peter H 
Spectre, Maine Boats & Harbors 


e "Outstanding Academic Titles, 1999" — Choice 
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New Library Assistant! 

Please join the staff in welcoming Meghan MacDonald, our 
new library assistant. She is currently learning the ropes, pro- 
viding reference guidance to visitors (9:30 - 3:00 weekdays) 
and helping to keep things organized in the library. 

In case confusion has crept in, let us remind you of how 

things went. In the early spring, library assistant Catherine de 
Tuede regretfully announced that she needed to leave to 
attend to family matters back in Lamoine. Starting April first, 
former librarian Cathy Matero gamely (and ably) returned to 
the position, but only until a replacement could be found - 
she wanted to return to her full-time-mom position. So we 
advertised and interviewed, and Meghan MacDonald was 
our first choice. And to make things perfectly clear, the excla- 
mation point in the title is all about Meghan’s arrival, and has 
nothing to do with Catherine or Cathy leaving. 

Ms. MacDonald has just completed her B.A. in Geography 
and Anthropology at the University of Southern Maine. She 
is a graduate of Freeport High School with strong knowledge 
of coastal Maine, archival training, and a developing interest 
in Maine coastal and maritime history. We look forward to 
future accomplishments in the library, with her help. 


Summer Internships! 


Daniel R. Trimner, Keene/O’Brien Internship 


Daniel Trimner’s e-mail arrived about the same time as 
Trustee Henry Keene began discussing the possibility of 
research work on the O’Brien fleet of Down-Easters built at 
Thomaston, and from this serendipity was born an internship 
sponsored by Mr. Keene. Since June first, Dan 
has been spending the summer researching the last 15 vessels 
built by Edward O’Brien, and building a database describing 
their voyages. With more than a thousand voyages already 
recorded, he is now pulling together information on the ves- 
sels’ captains, and will soon move on to the next phase - read- 
ing through the hundreds of surviving O’Brien business let- 
ters to see how the information they contain can be added to 


The Rhumb Line 


the database. Dan is a history major from the University of 
Dayton, Ohio, who often summers in Georgetown. The 
internship will be over the second week of August; chances 
are that work will remain to do on this big project in the 
future. 


J. Drusilla Carter, Sewall Internship 


Last December, a professor of history and archival studies 
from University of South Carolina, known to members of the 
staff here, e-mailed us that she had a student that we should 
find an internship for. This was another instance of serendip- 
ity, because we were considering the idea of an internship to 
complete the processing of a manuscript collection which had 
been found to be infested with insects. Funded by the 
Museum’s Sewall Family endowment, this internship project 
involves subjecting the carefully packaged ledgers and 
papers to repeated freezing to below zero (Fahrenheit) and 
thawing. Drusilla Carter has been working at this since the 
end of June. While waiting for the bugs to meet their wintry 
death, she has been practicing her archival skills on some of 
the Museum’s uncataloged manuscript collections. She has 
completed an inventory and finding aid for the Captain 
Walter M. Mallett Papers, and is now working at cataloging 
the Captain Samuel R. Percy Papers. Soon, the debugged 
papers from the freezer will be ready for cleaning and airing 
in the sunlight to discourage mold growth. Drusilla is a grad- 
uate student at University of South Carolina, earning a dual 
masters degrees in public history and library science. 


Rachel Ann Snell 


Rachel Ann Snell is currently assisting the Education 
Department in developing a new outreach program focusing 
on the Donnell House and using the Donnells as an example 
of a late 19th century family. The program which she is work- 
ing on will align with the Maine State Learning Results and 
can be taught by the Museum’s educators in the classrooms 
of children who may otherwise not be able to visit the 
Museum. Rachel comes to us from the University of Maine, 
Orono, where she is majoring in history. She is a member of 
the Honors College where she serves on the Advisory Board; 
she is also involved in Phi Alpha Theta, International Honor 
Society in History as well as a member of the National Society 
of Collegiate Scholars. Welcome aboard Rachel. 
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Tidewater Virginia: From Newport 
News to its Northern Neck 


Mark your calendars for April 25 - 30, 2006, for the Museum’s 
Sth trip with Miriam and Charles Butts of Travel Seminars. 
Members will explore the maritime history of the Tidewater 
Region while enjoying its countryside in late April. Visits being 
planned include the outstanding Mariners’ Museum in 
Newport News, Historic Jamestowne’s 1607 settlement with its 
connections to Maine’s Popham Colony, an architecturally 
imposing and historically relevant Virginia plantation, and 
important Chesapeake Bay coastal sites. As on all previous 
trips, we will have at least one special cruise on the bay or one 
of the region’s important rivers. Informal talks by local experts 
will make the travel experience more meaningful. We will fly 
from Manchester, NH, to N ewport News, VA, and have first 
class accommodations for all five nights. Local transportation 
will be in a comfortable private motorcoach. Complete details 
will be sent to Museum members in the late fall. 


September 2005 


Maine Maritime Museum Teams 
with Mid-Coast Senior College 


Maine Maritime Museum’s educational department has part- 
nered with Mid-Coast Senior College to offer an eight week 
course this fall titled “Exploring the Kennebec Region.” This 
unique team-taught course will highlight significant historical 
events that have shaped the Kennebec region, its communities 
and its people. Through in-class presentations and visits to local 
historic sights students will discover how nature has shaped the 
region, and grow to understand the effects of early European con- 
tact and the rivalries and conflicts which ensued. Students will 
learn about the significant role of shipbuilding on the Kennebec 
River and explore how and why certain industry and commerce 
developed in this region and the effects it’s had on the culture. 
Students will also discuss the challenges which face the region 
today and what the region may be like in the future. 


The Senior College movement began in 1996 at the University 
of Southern Maine with the vision of providing stimulating pro- 
grams for seasoned learners in a college-like setting. Thanks to 
dedicated communities and volunteers, Senior College has 
grown by leaps and bounds. 15 Senior Colleges can now be 
found across the State from York County to Presque Isle, with an 
annual enrollment of more than 5000 students. 
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2 alendar of Events 


Picnic in the Yard* - Free E ‘ 


Shipyard Tours, Theme Tov 
Demonstrations switch to F 
Schedule = 
Picnic in the Yard* - Free E 
Boat Cruises switch to Fall 
(See Fall Boat Schedule) 
Annual Meeting of the 
Picnic in the Yard*- 


Downeast Shipmode 
Shipyard Tours, Theme 
Demonstrations end 
Fall Quartermasters’ 

Boat Cruises end | 
Photography Workshc 

Photography Work 

10th Annual Pirates’ P. 


: Fall Lecture Series* 
_ Fall Lecture Series* 
_ Fall Lecture Series 


Museum Open Ho 
Volunteer "Thank Y 


al nformation see "Upco. 
Museum", this page 


Upcoming Events 
at Maine Maritime 
Museum 


Picnic In The Yard: _ 
August 25th, and September 8th, 22nd 


Join us as we celebrate summer by opening the Percy & 
Small Shipyard grounds to the public for fun filled 
evenings of sea music, crafts and activities. Pack a picnic 
dinner and enjoy wonderful sunset views of the 
Kennebec River. The August 25th and September 8th 
events will feature Music of the Sea performed by Alison 
Lee Freeman. Alison is a singer/songwriter and chantey 
singer with an extraordinary voice easily heard over gale 
force winds. She mixes traditional songs of the sea with 
newly renovated folk songs. All Picnics in the Yard are 
FREE and open to the public from 5:00-8:00pm. 

Tuition: $100/ Non-Members, $85/ Members 
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Downeast Shipmodelers’ Guild Exhibit: 
October 7th through 9th 


The Downeast Shipmodelers’ Guild is composed of some 
of the finest ship modelers in Maine. Visit the Museum 
for our semi-annual Shipmodeler’s Exhibition, featuring 
the most recent works of Guild Members. Many members 
of the Guild will be present to discuss their models and 
the techniques they use to build them. See models which 
range from small craft to square-riggers to steamboats, 
there may even be a few working engine models. 


Free with Museum admission. 


Maritime Photography that Wows! 


October 22nd & 23rd 

12:00pm Saturday through 6:00pm Sunday 

Join photographer Jack Kennealy as he shares his secrets 
to producing outstanding photos! The course will focus 
on composition and use of light, particularly early morn- 
ing and late day lighting situations. Students will also 
have a chance to compare their previous work to work 
shot during the course. This class involves extensive field 
shooting with instructor support at various venues. Both 
digital and 35mm welcome. 


Tuition: $150/ Non-Member, $130/ Member 


Pirates’ Party: | 

October 29th 

From 5:00pm-8:00pm. 

This year marks the 10th annual Pirates’ Party at Maine 
Maritime Museum. Come in Halloween costume if you 
want and take part in pirate games and a treasure hunt, 
hear pirate tales around the bonfire and sing pirate songs. 
We may even be attacked by Capt. Longreach and his 
infamous pirate crew. Or perhaps you will run into Capt. 
Black Jim Spudcake aboard the "haunted" Sherman 
Zwicker. $6/person in advance and $7/person day of 
event, $20/Family in advance and $25/Family day of 
event. 


Fall Lecture Series: 


November 1st, 8th, and 15th 
Lectures begin at 6:30 pm 


This fall the Museum will continue with our long stand- 
ing tradition of offering exceptional lectures. The dates 
for this fall’s lectures have been set but the lineup of 
speakers is yet to be determined so keep your eyes out on 
our website or in the papers to see what exciting topics 
we come up with this time. 
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Donnell House 


From time to time we intend to regale you with a story 
of something that happened at 279 Washington Street, the 
_ home of William T. and Clara H. Donnell and their chil- 
_ dren. These items may not be extremely nautical, but 
_ they are all about life in this house with a shipyard in the 
_ backyard, and life in the City of Ships. This time, we pre- _ 
_ Sent an article found by a volunteer researcher in the Bath — 


Daily Times of Monday, June 8, 1896. 


Mr. her little sister 


_ companions went with her and the three returned down 

_ the stairway together. - _ 

___ "During the meantime one of the criminals walked soft- 

_ ly around to the piazza and attempted to open the side 

_ door leading to the kitchen. _ C—r—“—iO—OC 

_ "An entrance was not effected however as an alarm was 

_ quickly given by the ladies which together with the 
arrival of a passing trolley car frightened the marauders 
who quickly left their perilous positions and disappeared 
on the road leading to the neighboring ship yard. 
_ "The darkness of the evening prevented the ladies from 
obtaining a good view of the men. 

___ ‘It is evident that the guilty ones had carefully arranged 
their plans and knew no men were near when they 
attempted to enter the dwelling." | _ 

_ The Mrs. Palmer in this article was the former Clara A. 

Donnell, known throughout her life as Gussie, who had 

been married in the house in February of 1895. At the 
_ time of the burglary, she and her new husband may have 
_ been living with her family at 279 Washington. In 
_ November 1896, the Palmers moved into 746 High Street, 


_ Where they lived for the rest of their lives. = 
__We wish we knew who the "hired girl" was, the night of 
_the burglary. We think she left her position immediately 
after - the week after the attempted break-in, the house- 
hold was advertising in the paper for a "girl for general 
housework." i. | 
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New Staff Memeber 


_ The Museum welcomes Karen Watson to its staff. 
Karen, with nearly thirty-years as bookkeeper with 
Marriner Lumber (now Hancock Lumber) in 
Brunswick, looks forward to many more here in Bath. 

Karen replaces Kathy Fuller, herself a thirty plus- 
year veteran employee to the Museum, who retired 
and has moved to Cincinnati where one of her daugh- 
ters lives. Kathy’s colleagues gave her a good send-off 
and wish her much happiness. Her wise counsel was 
greatly sought after and always willingly given. 

Karen was born and raised in Bath and graduated 
from Morse High School. She lives with her husband 
David in Phippsburg. They have three children, all of 
whom live and work on Nantucket. 
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Launching Day: South Bristol 8th grade boatbuilders launch their 


Museum-built skiffs from Bittersweet Landing in South Bristol, 
June 20, 2005. 
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A Puzzler No More: 


Some years ago, we published this photograph as a mys- 
tery. Curator/Library Director Nathan Lipfert identified 
the place as a part of East Machias, standing on the west 
bank of the Machias River. But we had no clue about the 
historical details until a telephone call a few weeks ago 
from Wayne Dennison. He said that the wharf at left 
belonged to Captain Everett C. Lindsey. The schooner 
loading lath at the wharf is Alaska, built near the wharf in 


1867. Mr. Dennison said the picture was taken not long 
before Alaska’s December 1926 abandonment in Nova 
Scotia. Capt. Lindsey was perhaps better known as master 
and owner of the 1917 three-mast schooner Lucy Evelyn. 
The wharf downriver (to the right in the picture) is 
Cooper’s wharf. Beyond that wharf is the joining of the 
east and west branches of the Machias River, as seen on the 
chart on page four. 
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